Earlier this year, Acta Radiologica conducted a survey in order to gather readers' opinions, comments, and advice on the journal's content (11). The survey gave some interesting but not entirely unexpected results: N Review articles were considered to be most important/very important by 95% of readers.
N Case reports were considered to be important by 63%, but only 29% of readers read those types of articles.
N Editorials were important to 83% of readers.
However, it is difficult to obtain a true picture of what readers actually read in the paper version of each issue of a journal. Most scientific journals are now also published electronically online, and can be downloaded and read via the Internet. Technically, it is easy to find out which articles are downloaded and therefore obtain a more precise picture of what is actually being read.
We have conducted such a survey every year since the journal first went online. The results for 2005 follow herein.
It is possible to download either the abstract only, which is free to all, or the full text, which is of course free for subscribers who also receive the paper version of the journal. Naturally, this results in more abstracts than full texts being downloaded, but there are in fact many readers who read a great number of abstracts but relatively few full-text papers. This goes for both online reading and the reading of paper versions. Whether readers download online or prefer to read the paper version, however, is not known.
The 2005 survey has therefore been separated into abstract downloads and full-text downloads. The results of the survey show that all top-12 papers (1-10, 12, 13) had abstract downloads 2-3 times higher than full-text views. They also clearly show that review articles are definitely the most popular. The top-three downloads, concerning both abstracts and full text, were in fact review articles. The ''winner'' in terms of the number of full-text downloads was The third most popular full-text download was also a review article, by MULLIGAN from the University of Baltimore, Maryland, USA, entitled ''Imaging techniques used in the diagnosis, staging and follow-up of patients with myeloma'' (7) .
The most read online original article came in fourth place and was written by LOPEZ HÄ NNINEN et al. from the University Charité, Berlin, Germany (6) . This article was one of the top abstract downloads as well.
It is important to write and publish scientific articles, but it is even more important to be read. We therefore congratulate the authors of the most downloaded articles and abstracts in 2005.
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